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0 1 PET, ii. 13, 14. 

Submit yourſelves to every Ordinance of Man for 
be ou Sake ; 3 it be 2 Fran 
as Supreme; OT | 

Or unto Governours, as unto Thoſe, which are 
. ſent by Him, for the Puniſhment of Evil-Doers, 

and for the Praiſe of them, that do well, 


MONG the many Aſperſions, which 
were invidiouſly caſt on Chriſtianity, to 
diſparage it, in its firſt: Propagation, 
none was more injurious, than © that 
tit was an Enemy to Civil Government: 
— An Imputation, which, as it could not fail of 
exciting the Jealouſy of the Civil Powers, was moſt 
like to obſtruct its Progreſs, and which therefore 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were eſpecially careful to obvi- 
ate, by conſtantly recommending, in this Reſpect, 
all due Obedience and Submiſſion. . 
As this is the repeated Doctrine of that excellent 
Religion, which is admirably calculated, as well for 
the Temporal, as the Spiritual Happineſs of its Con- 
verts, ſo is it a fit Topick for the Inculcation of its 
Preachers in every Part and Period of the Chriſtian 
Church. - -— : 
But the Misfortune is — this Doctrine of Civil 
Subjection, which the Scripture delivers in general 


Terms, has been very wrongly inculcated by man 


in particular Applications; which, as it has pro- 
ceeded from unjuſt Notions of Government in Them- 
ſelves, ſo has it ſerved to raiſe unjuſt ones in Others, 
and been the Means of keeping up thoſe unhappy 
Diſputes that have ſo long ſubſiſted in this Nation. 
To rectify theſe erroneous Sentunents, is the 

nl K 2 | Part 
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Part of every Lover of Truth — — of Unanimity 
> — of his Country — — and can never be more 
ſeaſonably diſcharged, than in the Preſent Conjunc- 
ture ; — when, a Rebellion has been; carried to ſo a- 
ſtoniſhing an Height, — when many more, tis to 
be doubted, have been concerned than have ap- 
peared in it, — and too many, who have been cau- 
tious enough, not actually to engage, nor aſſiſt, in 
it, have been tempted to think too favourably of it, 
and been ſtagger'd in their Allegiance. 

In ſuch an Emergency, it is highly expedient to 


make Men Good Subjects on proper Principles; 


which I ſhall endeavour to do in the n Diſ- 
* by repreſenting, | 


I. The End of all Civil Government. 
II. The Origin of it for that End. 


III. The Meaſures of Authority and Obedience 


under each particular Form. 
IV. The Nature of that F orm of it, which d 
| live under. 
V. The Foundation of the preſens Settlement of 
the Crown. 
VI. The Malignity of the late rebellious Artempt 
for its | Subverſion. 


4. T he End of all Civil Government 1 is the Preſer 
vation f Property. 

As there is in every Man, a Principle of Indivi- 
duation, which diſtinguiſhes him from all others of 
his Species, ſo is every one, in Virtue of That, 
poſſeſt of ſome Things, which he alone can call Bis 
own, —ſuch as are all the conſtituent Parts of Him- 
elf: Beſides which, a Man may make other Things 
wit bout him his own, which are not ſo by Nature, 


but are by That granted in Common to all : His 


Labour, which is the Application of his own Organs 


and Faculties, being joined to ſuch Things, appro- 


Priates them to Him, excluſive of the common — 
0 


ö 


on proper Principles. 5 
of other Men, eſpecially when there is enough of 
the /ame Kind left for them to appropriate, if they 
will, in the ſame Manner. And when any Man has 
thus acquired a Property, he may transfer it, on what 
Terms and Conditions he pleaſes, or without any 
at all, to another, who may then call it his own, as 
much as if he had been the firſt Acquirer ; which 
is the Caſe of all that become Proprietors of any 

Thing, either by Inheritance, Purchaſe, or Donation. 
No whatever any Man can, either by Nature, 


Alcquirement, or Conveyance, call his own, he has a 


Right to defend againſt the Invaſion of any other 
— tO recover it, if he can, when he is robbed of it, 


and, till it is reſtored, in Kind, or Value, to make 


| Repriſals on his injurious Aggreſſor. 


Thus it is with Men uncombined in Civil Society, 
when they are in a State of perfect Equality and Li- 
berty, no one dependent on, nor ſubject to, the Will 
of another, and each entirely free to order his Per- 
ſon, Actions, and Poſſeſſions as he pleaſes, within 
the Bounds and Permiſſion of the Law of Nature: 

And as in that State, all Men make up one uni- 
verfal Community, diſtinct from all other Creatures, 
ſo, were they not degenerated from their primitive 
Integrity, they would need no other Law to reſtrain 


them from mutual Invaſions, nor have Occaſion to 


form themſelves into /z/s Combinations for that Pur- 
| poſe. - But ſuch is their Corruption, that tho* they 
are endued with Faculties to enable, and with [aclina- 
tions to diſpoſe, them to aſſociate with each other, 
and are capable of contributing largely to each o- 
thers W aire by ſuch an Aſſociation ; yet are they 
more prone to hurt, than to benefit, one another, 
and by the Inſtigation of ſome ſelſiſß, ſome avari- 
cious, ambitious, luſtful, or wanton Paſſion, to create 
perpetual Diſturbances in Human Soriety. 
' -To prevent, or remedy, theſe Miſchiefs, and ſe- 
cure Men from ſuch Attacks and Ravages on each 
other, ſomething elſe is neceſſary beſides the Law of 
| | SD — Nature, 
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Nature, which is inſufficient for this End. For as, 
in Spite of its Dictates and Prohibitions, in Caſes 
of Right and Wrong, the Waker would always be 
forced to ſubmit to the Stronger, and a Smaller to a 
greater Number, ſo would the Safety of Men be ve- 
ry precarious, and Property not more ſecure-among 
them, than among the wild Beaſts of the Forreſt. 

Senſible of this Danger from one another in a 
State of Nature, Men are willing to unite together 
for their mutual Preſervation : In which Union each 
one ſingly gives up his natural Equality, Freedom, 
and Right of Self-defence and Re , into the 
Hands of the Community, which then =COMEs the 
common Judge to decide all Controverſies, and re- 
dreſs all Injuries that may ariſe among its Mem- 
bers, by ſuch ſettled ſtanding Laws, indifferently 
the ſame to All, as they — on by general Con- 
ſent; whilſt each, in Lieu of his own ingle Force, 
which he reſigns, has the united Strength of the 

Whole. 

The having ſuch a common eſtabliſhed Fudge, and 
| Laws, to appeal to on Earth, is the very Eſſence 
of Civil Society, ſo that where any Two or more 
Men, however they may be aſſociated, have none 
ſuch, they are ſtill, with Reſpect to each other, in 
their firſt State of Nature, and liable to all its In- 
conveniences and Hazards. 

This then, the Preſervation of Property, that is 
of Life, Limbs, Poſſeſſions, and whatever a Man may 
juſtly call his own, is the great End of all Civil Go- 
vernment; without inſiſting on the innumerable 
Comforts and Benefits of which, in the due Exer- 
ciſe of it, I paſs on to the next Thing 22 1708 to 
be aſſigned, 


IT. The Origin of it for this End. 


* Whether Civil Government be of Divine of 

of merely Human Inſtitution,” is a Queſtion which 

has been * and warmly diſcuſſed, and, after all, 
may, 


may, in both its Parts, how contradictory ſoever they 
may ſeem, be, with equal Truth, reſolved in the 
Affirmative. —Civil Government in general is of Di- 
vine, each particular Form of it is of Human, In- 


ſtitution. 


A s certainly as it is the Will of God that Men 
ſhould have their Property preſerved to them, in a 
ſafe and peaceable Enjoyment of it, as certainly is 
it his Will that there ſhould be ſome Government 
among them, which is the neceſſary Means to this 
End.—In this Senſe all Government is of God, and 
exerciſed by Divine Right © : 
But then as this End may be anſwered indiffe- 
rently by One or other Form of Government, under 
_ evhich of theſe Men ſhall'unite together, is left by 
God to their own free Choice and Determination; 
and as no one Form is more. acceptable to Him 
than another, ſo can no Divine Right be pretended 
for one, more than for another. = 
__- This Diſtinction reconciles the otherwiſe irrecon- 
cileable Aſſertions of the Two equally infallible A- 
poſtles, one of whom ſtyles Government the Ordi- 
nance of God, the other the Ordinance of Man. 
One of whom ſays, there is no Power but of God, the 
Powers that be are ordained of God * the other in- 


cludes, under every Ordinance of Man, not only ſub- 


ordinate Magiſtrates, but the King as Supreme. 

As Government, in all its determinate Forms is 
undeniably of Human Inſtitution, ſo is there no 
Ground, on which any Form of it can be rationally 
ſuppoſed to have been eſtabliſhed, but the com- 
mon Conſent and Compa#Z? of the People ſo united. 
Since each Individual is naturally free, equal to, 
and independent of, any other, no one could origi- 
_ nally be deprived of that Freedom, Equality, and 
Independence, as every one is in a State of Civil 
SubjeFion, without his own Conſent, which, in the 

St. Paul, Row, xiii, 1. b St. PETER, 1 Epiſt. ii. 13, 114. 
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ry ; to make a Man a. 2 
Member of Civil Society, and to conſtitute its ſeve- 


* 
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narc hy, derives Regal from the Paternal Power of 
the Firſt Man, deſcending, in lineal Succeſſion, to 
the next of Blood —— A Scheme certainly the 
wildeſt, that ever entred into an Human Brain! and 
which needs no other Refutation, than that it makes 
it impoſſible for any Prince, now on Earth, to 
prove his Title to his Crown, as no one can prove 
himſelf to be Adam's Right Heir; and if any one 
could, all others would be obliged to ſurrender their. 
Kingdoms to that one univerſal Monarch, who 
would have a Right to the Dominion of the whole 
r 
Conqueſt, in which others have founded Govern- 
ment, though it often makes Way for a New Form 
1 of. it by defiroying the Old, could never originally 
1 ſet up any one, without the Conſent of the People. 
5 | — That a Conqueror can acquire no Right of Do- 
i minion over the Conquered in an unjuſt War, is 
5 evident beyond Denial; and in a juſt one, tho' he 
accquires a deſpotical Power over their Lives which 
| they have forfeited, yet does he get none over their 
Forjunes and Poſſeſſons, which by natural Right be- 
long to their innocent Poſterity ; whilſt both thoſe 
who : conquered along with him, and thoſe who en- 
gaged not againſt him, muſt needs remain as free as 
f ² I 8 . 
Io proceed therefore, — In the founding of Civil 
Societies, as ſoon as any Number of Men have a- 
greed to unite together, the Firſt Thing they have 
ever done, has been the Settling the Form of o- 
55 5 Lernment, 
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vernment, or, what is uſually called, the Conſtitu- 
tion; which has always been determined by placing 
the Legiſlative Power; whether hat has been 
placed in the Major Part of the Community, and ſo 
made a Democracy, — — whether in a few òelect Mem- 


bers and their Heirs; or Succeſſors, and ſo an A. 


riſtocracy — — whether in one ſingle Perſon; and ſo 
a Monarchy, — whether in Him only; and ſo an 
" Elefive, or in him and his Heirs, and fo an Hereditary 
Monarchy ;, — — — Or whether it has been lodged 
in a Mixture or Compoſition of theſe Simple Forms; 
each People chuſing that Form; Simple or Mixed, 
which it has judged moſt expedient, and each with 
a View to the ſame End — the Preſervation of 
Property. | | | . 
Whatever has been the Form thus agreed on and 
ſettled, the placing of the Legiſlative Power is to 
be looked on as the grand Fundamental La of it; 
that gives Force to all the other Laws; and which 
cannot be infringed without breaking in on that 
Conſtitution. 2 fe 
Inftead of debating what Form of Government 
is beſt, Which is a Queſtion not abſolutely reſolvea- 
ble, ſince One may be beſt for one People, and a- 
not ber for another, I ſhall only obſerve, that Arbi- 
ſfrary Monarchy, which many have accounted the 
only genuine and proper Government, is fo far from 
being /o, that it is really no Form of it at all. — For 
as, in this Caſe, one Man is ſuppoſed to have a 
Power of treating others juſt as he pleaſes; without 
their having any fanding Law, or common Fudge 
to appeal to for Redreſs, which, as I have ſaid, is 
the very Eſſence of Civil Society, he and they are 
in no other than the Original State of Nature, with 
this wretched Diſadvantage on theit.Part, that they 
are denied the Liberty, which they had in That, of 
Judging, and defending their Right, whilſt he re- 
tains all his, with the Addition of Power, which he 
may exerciſe over them as injuriouſly, as he will, 
Sn: 2 with 
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with Impunity.— Unleſs it can be imagined that any 
Number of Men, quitting the State of Nature, 
ſhould agree to put themſelves into One, in which 
their Safety is {till more precarious, That cannot be 


any Form of Government, which is inconſiſtent with 


its De/ign, and the Ground, on which it is founded. 

Without pretending to ne- model any Conſtitu- 
tion, it is the Buſineſs of every Member of Civil So- 
ciety, to conform himſelf to That under which he 
lives, and, in order to ſuch Conformity, to know, 


what I propoſed to conſider, 


III. The Meaſures of Authority and Obedience 
under each. „„ 3 
Authority and Obedience are Relative Terms, which, 


as they reciprocally infer each other, are ever equal in 


Extent. Where Authority is unlimited, the Obedi- 
ence due to it is /o too: Where it is limited, the O- 


bedience, due to it, is determined by its Limits. 


No in every Form of Government there is an 
Authority unlimited, to which an implicit Obedience 


is due from each Individual Member of the Commu- 


nity: And this Authority is the Legiſlative, where- ; 
ever it is placed: For as That. contains the Will of 


the whole Society, it muſt over rule the Will of each 
Single Member, by the common original Compact 


on their uniting together. If any one may oppoſe his 


own private Will to That of the Public declared by 
the Legiſlature, then may as well any other, and fo 


uo one be obliged to obey, which would defeat the 


| Deſign of all Civil Aſſociations, and render Govern- 


ment utterly impracticable. 45 


As this Authority is abſolute over each, becauſe 
it contains the Vill of all, ſo thoſe who have the 
Exerciſe of it, the Legiſlators themſelves, are not, 


in their own Perſons, exempt from its Obligation, 


but, being never ſuppoſed to have an Intereſt dif- 
tint? and ſeparate from That of the Community, 


are bound to yield the ſame Obedience, as other 


Members, 


on proper Principles. 11 
Members, to the Laws they make for the Good of 
the Whole. 1 5 

The Truth is, the Sovereignty, or Supreme Power, 
in every Community properly reſides in the Conſti- 
tution and the Laws made agreeable thereto, to which 
all the Members, howſoever they may differ in Rank, 
Fortune, or Office, are equally Subject, and no one 
more exempt than another.— In this Senſe of abſo- 
lute Power every Member of Civil Society is actually 
under it, and conſiſtently with the moſt perfect Ci- 

vil Freedom. > LO . 

Whilſt the Legi/lative Authority is thus unlimited 
in every Form of Government, there is another, 
which may be either /o, or not, — and that is the 
Executive. POR. 

Where this Authority is, by the Conſtitution, 
lodged in the ſame Hands as the Legiſlative, it muſt 
be unlimited for the ſame Reaſon as That, and, as 
it in Fact coincides with it, the ſame Obedience and 
Non-Reſiftance is at once due to Both. — But where 
It is placed in different Hands, it may be under Di- 
rection and Limitation from the Legiſlative, which, 
| as it is always prior to it in Order of Ideas, ſo, in 

ſuch a Conſtitution, it is Superior to it; and then 
Obedience is due to it no further, than it acts ac- 
cordingly. 1 5 
Where the Legiſſative Authority is lodged joint- 
ly in ſeveral Branches, and the Executive Singly in 
One of theſe; as no One of theſe Branches can make 
any obligatory Law, without the Concurrence of 
the reſt, ſo if any One preſumes to do ſo, it not only 
may be controuled by the other Co-ordinate Powers, 
but diſobeyed by any Private Subject, who is bound 
by no Act but that of the }/bole. | 

This is ſo clear with reſpe& to thoſe Branches 
which are merely Legiſſative, as not to be denied; 
and the Reaſon is the very ſame with reſpect to that, 
which is likewiſe Executive, which, unleſs any one 
Part can be equal to the Whole, can neither make, 

| B 2 i 
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nor repeal, any Law, of itſelf, and therefore, if it. 
pretends to do ſo, may be reliſted. 
As no Law can be repealed but by an Authority 
egual to that which made it, and as the ſuſpending, 
or diſpenſi ing with, a Law, is, in Effect, the ſame 
as repealing it, it is plain, -the Executive Power, 
which has but One Share of the Authority, that, 
by the Conſtitution, is requiſite to make a Law, can 
no more do the One, than the Ot be. 
In all mixed Monarchies, where 08 Legiſlative 
Authority 1s placed in a Prince, and Two Aſſemblies 
of Nobility and Repreſented People, and the Execu- 
tive in the Prince alone, as he can make no Law 
without heir Concurrence, ſo can he execute no 
One otherwiſe, than as to anſwer the End. and De- 
ſign of its Enaction: — If he does, he abuſes the 
Truſt, which is repoſed in Him, and is accounta- 
ble, tor ſo doing, to his Country. He may indeed, 
in his Adminiſtration, often act not only Without but 
contrary to, the Direction of the Laws : For as the 
Legiſlature cannot poſſibly provide for all the various 
Accidents and Exigencies, that may happen, nor 
exactly adapt its Laws to the various Circumſtances 
of each Individual, it is neceſſary that He, who has 
the Execution of them, ſhould have a diſcretionary 
Power of ſupplying their Defe#s, and mitigating 
their Rigour, when otherwiſe Innocence may be op- 
preſſed, —IV/rong get the better of Right, and Pu- 
 1iſoments take Place, where rather Retwards are due. 
This is an eſſential Part of the Prerogative of 
Princes in ſuch Conſtitutions, in the Exerciſe of 
which, and of all others, they are limited, as, in ge · 
neral, by the Publick Good, ſo, in particular, by 
the ſanding. Laws of their reſpective Countries, 
whether written, or preſcriptive, which reſtrain them 
from ſuch Exceſſes and Abuſes as may be deſtructive 
of it, and promotive of a ſeparate Intereſt. 8 
Theſe Laws therefore are the common Meaſure 
and Standard of Authority and Obedience between 


every 


on proper Principles. 


13 
every ſuch Prince and People, and ſo far as the One 
has a Right to command by them, ſo far is the Other 
under an Obligation to obey— and no farther. 

To aſſert the contrary is to aſſert what is not on- 


: ly abſurd in itſelf, but highly pernicious in its Ten- 


dency, which is to make all Princes Tyrants, and all 
the reſt of Men Slaves — to render Government 
a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſing. 

To father this Dofrine; which is ſo repugnant to 

Reaſon and Common Senſe, on the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, is ſtill more deteſtible.—It is far from being 
the Intention of Chriſtiamty to alter any of the vari- 
ous Forms of Government which are in the World, 
but, as it was deſigned, by its Divine Author, for 
all Nations, ſo does it adapt itſelf to the Civil Con- 
ſtitution of Each, and lets all Men be juſt as they 
_ otherwiſe are, by National Eſtabliſhments, in their 
Political Gapacities Whilſt it ſtrongly inculcates 
and enforces Cidil Obedience, it leaves the Meaſures 
of it to be determined, as I have ſhewn, and puts 
no Power into the Hands of any Prince but what 
he already has by the Laus of his Country, which 
it gives him no Licenſe to tranigreſs.—All that can 
be collected from thoſe Paſſages, which have been 
ſo often cited for an unlimited Obedience and Non- 
reſiſtance to Princes, 1s, that, in every Form of Go- 
vernment, there is an Authority, to which ſuch an 
Obedience is due, which, as I have ſaid, is the 
_ Legiſlative ; but as the Scripture no where affirms 
that his Authority is, in every Form, veſted ſolely 
in the Prince, ſo neither does it that the Prince, if 
he exceeds the Meaſures of his Authority, -= not 
be reſted. 


Let us ſee then how the Caſe ſtands with, US of 
1 Nation, and 


IV. What Kind of Gen we live under. 
The Form of Government, which obtains, as it 
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has done for many Ages, in the Engliſh Nation, is 
a mixed Monarchy, compoſed of the Three —_ 
Forms of it, Monarchy, Ariſtocracy and Democracy 
which indeed ſeems to be beſt calculated _ Civil 
Happineſs. 8 15 

In this well-tempered Conſtitution the Leviſlative - 
Authority is lodged, ſuitably to the Three Eſſential 
Parts of it, in a King, an Aſſembly of Lords, Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, and in an Aſſembly of Commons, 
choſen for the Time, as Repreſentatives, by the 
Body of the People. 

The King comes to the Crown, ordinarily, by 
Hereditary Succeſſion, but not in Virtue of any na- 
zural, unalienable Right: For the Legiſlature has an 
_ abſolute uncontroulable Power over the Succeſſion, 
and can alter, limit, and determine it, as it thinks fit, 
and defeat all Title by Proximity of Blood. Tho? 
Regard has ever been had to the Blood-Royal, yet 
has the next immediate Heir been often rejected; of 
which there are no fewer than Thirteen Inſtances in 
the Number of Nineteen Succeſſive Princes; and 
Thoſe, who did ſucceed, with an Hereditary Title, 
as well as Thoſe who did not, in that Number, 
thought, as did the Nation, that That Title was by 
no Means ſufficient, without Election, which is of 
the Eſſence of the Eugliſbh Conſtitution.— This is 
enough to ſhew of how fmall Significancy an Here- 
ditary Right is in the Eye of this Kingdom, and 
how weak any Plea is, that is grounded upon it ; 
tho* indeed, whilſt it ſtands allowed and confirmed 
by the Legiſlature, it is to be held ſacred and invio- 
lable, by the ſame quiet Submiſſion, which is ever 
due to that Supreme Authority. | 

As the Fight of the Crown is entirely under the 
Cognizance and. Determination of the Legiſlature, 


ſo is the Power, which is annexed to it, defined and 0 


limited by ſuch ſtanding Laws, as have, either Ori- 

ginally, or from Time to Time, been made for that 

Purpaſe, and a are now inſeparable from the Conſtitu- 
tion 


on proper Principles. 15 

Tion of the Realm. — As Neitber of the other Two 
Liegiſlative Branches, can ſingly, nor Both jointly, 
make, or change any Law, without the Conſent of 
the King, ſo cannot the King, without the Conſent 
of them Both, nor can he ſuſpend or diſpenſe with 


any One, but by the Authority of the bole. 


The Two grand Fundamentals of the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution are, That all the Laws, by which the 
<< People can be governed, are made by the concur- 
< rent Authority of King, Lords, and Commons — 
and © that the Government itſelf is adminiſtred ac- 


„ cording to thoſe Laus.“ —lIf therefore the King, 


to Fim and their Country. 


undertakes to make Laws, without Both or Either 
of them, or They without Him; the One Fundamen- 
tal is ſubverted : Or if the King, who has the Ad- 
miniſtration, does not govern according to the Laws, 
- Which are duly made, the other Fundamental is ſub- 
verted; and then there is an End of the Conſtitution. 
Every King of England, who conſiders its Form 
of Government— the Acknowledgement and Practice 
of his wiſeſt Predeceſſors — — his own ſolemn En- 
gapements at his Coronation, — mult needs be ſenſi- 
ble of this Political Truth, and deteſt Thoſe, who 
would perſwade him otherwiſe, as equal Enemies 

[t cannot but ſhock the Patience of every intelli- 
gent and impartial Reader to peruſe the Treatiſes,. 
which in ſome /ate Reigns have been wrote by Men 
of this Stamp— who have had the Front to affirm 
that the King has the whole Legiſlative as well as Ex- 
ecutive Power in Himſelf, and that all the Laws are 
made by his /o/e Authority—that as He can make, 
ſo he can diſpence with and abrogate Laws as he 
pleaſes, whilſt all the People, without Diſtinction, 
are mere Vaſſals, who live and ſubſiſt only by his 
Conceſſion. —Poſitions ! amazing to be vouched by 
Engliſhmen, who tis Pity but ſhould have lived in 
ſome other Nation, and taſted the Sweets of that 
arvitrary Sway, for which they have been ſo ſtrenu- 
ous Adyocates in theit n rst. But 
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But as it cannot be conceived chat any Men, iti 
cher Senſes, ſhould be fond of exchanging a Ley Rr 
Liberty for abſolute Slavery, tis moſt "ollly to Te 
ſuſpected that ſuch Men, in Excuſe of han no- 
rance can hardly be pleaded, have wrote with no o- 


ther Deſign, than to ſooth the Vanity of Crowned- 


Heads, and by that Means obtain the Objects of their 
own Ambition in the Royal Diſpoſal. 
By what Principle ſoever theſe Writers have bern 


actuated, whilſt they have ſeemed to be the beff 
Friends, they have in Reality been the worſt Enemies 
of our Princes, as ſome of them have fatally expe- 


rienced, who have unwarily ſwallowed their Flatte- 


Ty, and proceeded to reduce their abſurd Doctrine 


to Practice. 

Certain it is, if a King of this Realen will not be 
'over-ruled, as he ought to be, by its Conſtitution ;, — 
if he takes upon him to deſtroy That, by ſubvert- 
ing thoſe Fundamentals of it; which 1 ave ſpecified, 


he may be reſiſted ſo far, if neceſſary, as to make 


him relinquiſh a Station, within the ſettled Bounds 
of which he will not contain himſelf, nor anſwer the 
End of his being placed in it. 

This will appear ſtill more reaſonable 151 it be con- 
ſidered that every Eugliſb King is a King not only 


by the Condition of a general implied Compact be- 


twirt Him and the People, but alſo by That of a 
particular explicit one, when he is Crowned, which 


18, That he will govern according to the Funda- 
mental and ſtanding Laws of the Land,“ on which 
eſſential Condition he is acknowledged King, and has 


Allegiance ſworn to him, as Such, ; by the People. 
The Coronation-Oath, as it is always prior to the 
Oath of Allegiance, ſo is it the very Ground of it; and 
confequently if That is made void, the F oundation of 
This is taken away, and its Obligation ceaſes.—In all 


mutual and reciprocal Covenants, as This evidently 


is, the Engagement on the one Side, as it would not 
have been without the Engagement on the oller, is 


dn proper Principles. 17 
no longer binding than the other is obſerved: And 
therefore if the King violates His, the People are 
looſed from Thezrs. „ 1 55 Tos? 

As This is agreeable to the Deciſion of Natural 
Reaſon, and to the Determination of the moſt able 
Caſuiſts, ſo is it to the general Senſe and Practice of 
this Nation, in which as is plain to every Reader of 
its Hiſtory, the People have along underſtood that 
there was a Compact, by which the Kings were to go- 


vern, and They to be governed, and thought it abſo- _ 


lately neceſſary, that whoever would be their King, 
ſhould make this Compact with them, and be as 
much obliged by Oath to perform it, as they were 
to pay Allegiance. r 
The Drift of this whole Diſcourſe being to re- 
commend Loyalty on true and proper Principles, it is 
far from me, by what I have remarked under this 
Head, to derogate from the Dignity of the Regal 
Character, which, if duly preſerved by the Perſon, 
who is inveſted with it, demands the profoundeſt 
D ˙ ee e 
As a King of England wants no Power, but what 
a Good Prince would not, and a Bad one ſhould not, 
have; —as He is as Great as any limited Monarch 
can be, and entitled to all the Reſpect and Homage, 
which is due to a Cyoum and Sceptre, — ſo if his Admi- 
niſtration in its general Tendency, is ſuch as it ought 
to be, He cannot be too much revered by his Peo- 


ple, who ſhould be deeply ſenſible of the Difficulty 


of his Province and ready to excuſe in him, as in - 


ther Men whatever is chargeable to Human Frailty, 
and not cenſure him for what perhaps he is not able 
to foreſee or prevent, or what his deputed Miniſters 

may do in his Name without his expreſs Commiſ- 
ſion or Approbation. | 


And when he induſtriouſly exceeds the Meaſures of 

his Authority, certain Cautions are to be obſerved in 

reſiſting him :—He is to be reſiſted only by Thoſe, 
and by Means of Thoſe, wha are joined with him in 


the 
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the Legiſlature, —by Them in a ſober, orderly, and not 


1 "Y | Loyally W 


tumultuary Manner, — not more violently, than the 


Cauſe deſerves, and no longer, than it is removed 


and when, thro' an Obſtinacy ſuperior to all Re- 
Ar den it can no dy; . be removal then * 


the laſt Century, may give every one a Wee inion 


of Both, and ſhew how unjuſt. the Compariſon is, 

which ſame make betwixt the Refiſtances; that were 
offered to the 700 ſuffering Princes: the One an ex- 
ecrable Parricide, taken i in all its Circumſtances, not 


to be parallell'd in any Age or Country ſince Go- 


vernment had a Being the Other a brave and lau- 
dable Oppoſition, begun, and carried on, as it ought, 
—to be juſtified on the ſoundeſt Principles of Eng- 


I Policy, and ever to be thankfully reflected on 
. by all, who enjoy the ineſtimable Bleſſings, conſe - 


quent upon it, in all {ucceeding Generations, Which 
ſuggeſts . 


V. The Foundation of the preſen Setlement of 


the Crown. 
No ſooner did the Prince, juſt now Va at, for 


- whoſe Excluſion many worthy Patriots had ſtrenu- 


ouſly, but vainly laboured in the preceding REED, 
find himſelf well ſeated in the Throne, than he p lajn- 
ly ſhewed the Nation what it was to expect, — 
He ſwore, when he was cr9wned, and both before. 5 
and after promiſed, to preſerve the Government. 


boch in Church and State, as it was then by. Lap e- 


6e Aan Ged. To — a ſtill more am ple and pub- 
1 lick 


61 knew one of the Eminenteſt Papiſts ofthe Age who uſed 


© often to ſay, He was for the Church of England as by Law eſ- 
** tabliſhed. I took the Liberty to aſk him howſuch a Proſeſſion 


did agree with his Sincerity ? He anſwered, He looked upon the 


Laws of Queen Mary as s yet in full Force + for he thou t Queen 


S lizabeth, 


ick Satisfaction, he cauſed the Declaration, of which 
That was a ig to be Printed and Dif perſed thro” 
the Kingdom 

With what Sincerity this was Joties we appeared 
in a Conduct the very Reverſe of theſe ſolemn Pro- 
feſſionsʒ but conformable enough to the previous Af- 
ſurance he had privately given the Pope, that to 
x prothote the Intereſt of the Catholict Party was 
the principal Object of his Care and Affection *.” 

- His Religion; which; for Fourteen Years before his 
Ae he had not oled, and of which, 77 
Days after it, he gave the moſt publick Proof, abſol- 


ving him from the Obligations of all his Oaths and 


Promiſes to its Adverſaries, immediately wanted to 
be triumphant over That of the Nation, and would 


not be kept under by the Zaws; which, therefore, ke 


did his utmoſt to get repealed by the ſame Authority; 
that made them; and when he found That imprac- 
ticable, he aſſu med an arbitrary diſpenſing Power. 


As this Diſpenſing with the Laws of the Land was 


the ſame as making Laws by his own Authority, with- 
out the Concurrence of the Two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, it was therefore a Subverſion of One of the Fun- 
damentals of the Engliſh Conſtitution : And fo far 
was he from governing according to the Laws duly 
made, which is the other, that, from the Time of his 
claiming this diſpenſing Power, his whole Admini- 
{tration was a direct Oppo/ition to them; and ſo were 
both Fundamentals manifeſtly ſubverted. 

The many and grievous Acts of Violence offered by 
that bigotted and perfidious Prince to our Civil and 
Keligious Rights, are, without any Rhetorical Exag- 


C 2 gerations, 


$4 Elizabeth, who repealed them, had no more Right to the Crouvn 
*« than Oliver Cromwell had, ſoſthat her Laws were no Laws. 

*« confeſs, fince that Time, I have been jealous, when I heard 
** ſome Perſons pretend to much Zeal for the Church of England as 
£9 8 Law eftabliſhed. ” 

| Wt. Biſhop Burnet's Speech in the Hodſe of Lords 1704. 

= See Collection of Letters &c. relating to the Papiſh Plot pub- 
| Lied by Order of the Houſe of Commons 1681. Part; 1. p 
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gerations, ſtrongly, though ſummarily, exhibited in 
the Melancholy Memorial *, which was preſented, . 
in the Name of the diſtreſſed Church of England, to 
the Illuſtrious Pair, that ſucceeded 3 and which 
may give us a true, but horrible, Idea of the State 
of the then wretched Proteſtant Nation before it 
ſhook: off Thar intolerable Popifh oke. 

Ho muſt our Fathers have felt, what we can- 
not read, with Patience! How muſt. They have 
longed to ſee that Reign ended in Reality, when we 
cannot but do ſo in Deſcription. . 4 
Who can peruſe the Annals of that Prince with- 

| | - | „ e e245-5 4 QUT 
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. © The Memorial runs thus: Your Highneſſes cannot be ig- 
* norant, that the Proteſtants of England, who continue true to 
their Religion and the Government eſtabliſhed by Law, have 
been many Ways troubled and vexed by reſtleſs Contriyances 
and Deſigns of Papiſts under Pretence of the Royal Authority 
«« &c. Eccleſiaſtical Benefices and Preferments taken from them 
without any other Reaſon than the King's Pleaſure. That they 
have been ſummoned and ſentenced by Eccleſiaſtical Commiſh- 
«© ons, contrary to Law; deprived of their Birthright in the free 
Choice of their Magiſtrates and Repreſentatives; divers Corpo- 
_ «© rations diflolved ; the legal Security of our Religion and Liberty 
_ «© eftabliſhed and ratified by King and Parliament, annulled and 
*© overthrown by a pretended diſpenſing Power. New and unheard 
of Maxims have been preached, as if Subjects had no Right but 
% what depends on the Kin 's Will and Pleaſure: The Militia 
put into the Hands of Perſons not qualified by Law, and a Po- 
* piſh Mercenary Army maintained in the Kingdom in Time of 
«« Peace, abſolutely contrary to Law: The Execution of the Law 
** againſt ſeveral High Crimes and Miſdemeanours ſuperſeded and 
prohibited: The Statutes againſt Correſpondence with the Court 
of Rome, Papal Juriſdiction, and Popiſh Prieſts, ſuſpended ; 
** whereby Four Foreign Biſhops, who ſtyle themſelves Vicars A- 
«* poſtolical, were ſuffered and countenanced in invading the Ec- 
«« clefiaſtical JuriſdiQtion of this Nation: That in Courts of Juf- 
**/ tice thoſe Judges are diſplaced, who dare acquit them whom 
«* the King would have condemned, as happened to the Judges 
Powell and Holloway for acquitting the ſeven Biſhops : Liberty 
of chuſing Members of Parliament, notwithſtanding all the Care 
taken and Proviſion made by Law on that Behalf, wholly taken 
«© away by Quo Warranto's ſerved againſt Corporations : — All 
Things carried on in open View for the Propagation and Growth 
of Popery ; for which the Courts of England and France have fo 
by: "ong Jointly laboured, with ſo much Application and Earneſt- 
© nels.” | | 3 5 
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out an inidighant L Deſire to have him checked in 1 
Career of his barbarous, oppreſſive Proceedin gs? 
Who can attend to the whole Tenor of his illegal, 
deſpotical Conduct, without perceiving the 1 1mme- 
| —_ Neceffity of his Removal ? 

When it was, by woful Experience ſufficiently 


evident; that there was no Relying on Ought that he 


could promiſe againſt the Intereſt of his beloved 
Popery ; when it was apparent that his Condeſcen- 
ſion, in Favour of Proteſtants was owing only to, 
and would ceaſe with, his Danger; — when it was 
plain, that his Diſpoſition to redreſs Grievances was 
only feigned, to repeat them afterwards with more 
Force and Security; — it was high Time for the 
People * boldly to aſſert their Conſtitutional Rights, 
and, at once, effectually relieve Themſelves, as they 
did, by compelling him to quit the Throne. 
2 T Bis, as it was to be juſtified on Principles of 
Reaſon, and Thoſe of the Engliſh Government, ſo 


Vas it no more, than what the Nation has ever done 


in the like Extremity, which, as often as its ancient 
Laws have been violated by the King, has conſtant- 
ly remonſtrated againſt the Injuſtice, inſiſted on 


their Obſervance, and, when not able to pro by 


fair Means, has revolied from its Subje ion, and 
had Recourſe to Compulſion. 
As this was, in Fact, the Caſe betwixt that faith- 
leſs Prince and the inſufferably injured Nation, what- 
ever needleſs Tenderneſs has been ſhewn in diſcuſſing 
that Tranſaction ; ſo when the Throne became thus 
actually vacant, and there ſubſiſted neither any Le- 
giſtative, nor Executive Power, the Conſtitution was 
totally diſſolved; ; and the Community, which was 
reduced to its Original State of Nature, by the ſame 
inberent Right, by which it at firſt agreed on ſuch 
a Form of Government, was at Liberty either to 
erect a New One, or to continue the Old One, as it 
did, by only chuſing another Prince. 
On this natural and * putable Right was 3 
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9 Nh Tithe of the 1 immed ely ſucceedi ing Princes; 
and, in Conſequence of bat, the 7. ith of of the pres 
ſent Royal and Auguſt Fami 2 which however 4 , 
' tant it might ſeem in Blood, from That which pre- 
ceded it, was the very Next, and the Only F084 in 

Religion, of the ſame Line :—A Family, therefore, 
which no one can, even in an Hereditary View, diſ- 
approve, but who muſt prefer be to Proteſtan, 
ti/m, and be as great an Enemy t 0 Sh kee 
as to the Revolution. Fes 
As this wiſe and juſt Settlement has ſo long acea- 
bly ſubſiſted to the Nation's utmoſt Felicity 1 2 
and Glory Abroad; one could hardly have imagined, 
that it ould have met with ſuch an 1 At- 
tack, as it has lately done, for its Subverſion : : 
The Malignity of which Attempt is 


VI. In the laſt Place to be conſidered. 


Hagen, as it is the higheſt Crime in the "A N 
Human Laws, ſo, in that — the Divine, is it a dam- 
nable Sin without Repentance. — But as Rebellion, 

like all ober Crimes, may be more or leſs aggrava- 
ted by the Circumſtances, with which it is attended ; 
i fo could no One poſſibly be more ſo; than This, 
which we have ſeen, whether we. conſider the Per- 
ſon, for whom it has been raiſed, —the Perſon againſt 
whom it has been more directly levelled, — or the 
- Perſons, who have been active! ly employed in con: 
duecting it to its propoſed End. = 
I. He, for whom This Rebellion has been nifd, 
is One; at whoſe firſt Appearance in the World the 
whole Proteſtant Nation, in an univerſal Coalition of 
all Sects and Denominations, ſhewed the utmoſt 
Diſcontent, on the ſtrongeſt Preſumption of a baſe 
Impoſture. 

Tf he was really genuine, unaccountable was the 
Conduct of his Parents, who, inſtead of endeavour- 
ing to remove, took every Step to confirm the gene- 
ral ee, which, they very well knew, the Na- 

tion 


2 proper Princip, 23 
tion then entertained, and in which it had a Right 
to have Satisfaction.— But whether he was ſpurious, 
or 10, which, as his Excluſion is not founded upon 
it, is a Pdint not now worth diſputing, he was ta- 
ken away, by his profeſt Father, along with all the 
Means of proving his Legitimacy, when he left the 
Kingdom, and, from his then Infancy, has been e- 


dauucated in a Manner highly proper to qualify him 


to govern better, than did that Father, a Proteſtant 
and Free People—has been trained up, and immerſ- 
ed, to near Sixty Years, in the Superſtition and Bi- 
gotry of Rome, and in the arbitrary Maxims of Pa- 
ris and Madrid. RES 


| S.i'y inſe arably attached has he ſhewn himſelf to 


the Romiſb Church, that even his Hopes of the 
Crown of Three Kingdoms could never induce him 
to diſeuiſe his Religion, which he might have done, 
?till he had obtained his End; and, as it would have 
tended to gain ſuch large Acceſſions to the Holy See, 
might, no doubt, have had his Conſcience quieted 
by a Papal Diſpenſation. oo 1 
Is it then credible that a Man fo bigotted to Po- 
pery, would after he was in actual Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne, give any Encouragement to a Religion, 
which he could never be perſwaded to conform to, 
by the Proſpect of its Attainment ? — No! The 
 more-2ealous he is in his own Perſwaſion, the more 
cruel would he be on Thoſe, who are not of the ſame: 
His very Zeal would oblige him to extirpate eve- 
ry Proteſtant within his Dominions, — to perſecute 
all of us, till we renounced our pure and truly Chri/- 
tian Profeſſion for the corrupt and abominable one 
of bis Church, in which, tho? I will not pronounce, 
as uncharitably as it does of Ours, that no One can 
Poſſibly be ſaved, yet I muſt, on the moſt rational 
Grounds of Belief, ſay, with Concern, every One 
runs the utmoſt. Hazard of his Salvation. : | 
It is the Height of Folly to imagine, that a Papiſt 
once ſettled on the Throne, would not _ - - 
1 11 ſtabliſh 
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ſtabliſh Popery a as ths National. Religion : Not on- 


Inſtance can be produced, where it has not Soon 


| done, in bis or any other Kingdom 


hs, 


If a Papiſt, however, was to be obfuded:o on ihe 
En g Nation, This, of all others, was the wnfitteft 
Periſa who, beſides the common Impulſe of Popery, 
muſthave come inflamed with Revenge for the ima- 
ginaryInjury he has ſuſtained, and whois under ſuch 

iliar Obligations to Rome and France, that he muſt 
needs have thought himſelf in Gratitude, as well as 
Conſcience, bound to devote his new Acquiſitions, in 
Spirituals, to the One, in Temporals, to the Other. 

He has indeed promiſed better Things: — But how 
much all Promiſes, which he can poſſibly make to 
Proteſtants, are to be relied on,, if ſome will not be 
cautioned by the ſad Example of their deluded Fore- 
fathers, is ſufficiently _—_— from One of the Firſf 
and over- ruling Principles of his Church, that no 
<< Faith is to be kept with any ſuch,” under the No- 
tion of Hereticks, and from one of its ſtanding Laws, 
that *all Promiſesand Stipulations whatſoever, made 


in Favour of ſueh, and in Prejudice of its Intereſts, 


e ſhall be utterly null and void, how often ſoever! ra- 
<< tified. and confirmed by Oath" _ 


1 AR. TR XI. Tom. 2. 3 179. Edit. "hw 1724. 
« If it be aſked, where or when that Church hath taught this; let 


any of its Advocates anſwer and tell us, where or when it ever 


taught the con Let them name any one Inſtance, in which 
* the Publick Authority or the moſt celebrated Writers of that 
* Church ever diſapproved or condemned, or ever did not encou- 
< rage and applaud, any Sort of Wickedneſs for their own Tempo- 
ral Intereſt. Let them ſhew us, where their Leaders inculcate it 
as an indiſpenſable Duty, that Oaths taken, and Promiſes ſolemn- 
* ly made to fuch, as they pleaſe to account Hereticks, are to be 
* religiouſly obſerved: Let them produce their Authentick Con- 
<5 demnations and 1 of Thoſe oftheir own — | 


e who have dealt in all the Arts of Perfidiouſneſs and Crue | 
-j* — ty or recover Dominion and Riches. This might; ju he 


if it were juſt to expect what is impoſlible.”, T 
Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter's Sermon at St. Peter” 5 Foot. . 
Nov. 5. 1715. Page 12. ; 5 


& 
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Such is the Qality of the Perſon, for whom the 
Peace of this Nation has been ſo egregiouſiy diſturb- 
ed] Such is the Security we muſt have had for Settling 
him on the Throne, and, in him, an endleſs Train of 
Popiſh Succeſſors, all claiming under the fame Title 
forſooth! of a Natural, Hereditary, Indefeafible Right, 
| which has no Foundation in Reaſon, Religion, or Law, 
and which was never ſet up in this Kingdom, till a 
Stuart wore the Crown. And = 
. 2. Who wasto have made Way for this Idol of Re- 
bellion? Who was to have been depoſed and murther- 
ed to give him Place? — A King, whoſe Right is of 
the very Eſſence of the Engliſb Government,. whoſe 
Title is as ſtrong as can be any Prince's in the World 
— whoſe Religion is the Safeguard of that excellent 


Churcb, with which he lives in conſtant Communion.— 


A King, who, as he could boldly appeal to the Pub- 
lick, and comfortably to his own Conſcience on this 
Occaſion, has throughout the whole Courſe of his 


Reign, made the Laws of the Land the Rule of his 


Government, and the Preſervation of the Conſtitu- 
< tion in Church and State, and the Rights of his Peo- 
<< ple the main End and Aim of all his Actions? — * 
who has all along not only declared, but proved, that 


** the Intereſt of Him and his People is always the 


< ſame and inſeparable** * — who has never offered 
to ſtretch his Prerogative, nor to infringe the Privi- 
leges of his Subjects, in any one ſingle Inſtance, that 
his worſt Enemies can alledge, in the Compaſs of a- 
bove Nineteen Years, ſince his Acceſſion. 
A King who, as He can boaſt as ancient and brave 
a Family as any One, that now fills a Throne, ſo has 
all the Per/onal Endowments, that are requiſite in his 
important Station, and that equally qualify Him for 
the Court and the Camp —— who gave an early Spe- 
 eimen of his Courage in the Field, and has given a 
recent Demonſtration that He ſtill retains it, that, 

| = Sa when 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech to both Houſes of par- 


Lament, Ofober 17. 1745. b Ibid. 
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when He thinks fit, He cam weild 4 Sword as Fell | 
as a Scepter, and head an Army as well as a $e- 
nale. | 
A King aten to us, as in his Peron! 1 like- 
wiſe in his numerous and amiable Offspring ; the more 
immediate ones of which have been emed, by the 
Care of Him and his late incomparable Confort, for 
the Support of Civil and Religious Liberty, and the 
Finſt ot whom gives the Nation a pleaſing Froſpect 
of the ſame ample F elicity, which 1 it now enjoys un- 
der his Royal Fatber.— 
A Kg, who is moſt attentively ſtudious to uke 
Himſelf be loved at Home, and feared Abroad; — 
who as He did not commence a War with Either of 
the States, with which He is now engaged; without 
an abſolute Neceſſity, ſo is reſolved not to conclude it, 
without obtaining an honourable and: advantageous 
Peace, and ſecuring, as well as is poſſible, the Inte- 
reſts of his Kingdom a ainſt all future Encroach- 
ments, both by Sea and Land. © 
It was to fruſtrate this his Liodable Wenn, 
that One of theſe Powers formed and fomented the 
late Rebellion againſt Him, by inſtigating and abet- 
ting the duped Pretender, whom it has all along made 
Uſe of, as a State-Tvol, againſt this Nation, and pa- 
tronized, with a Deſign not to ſerve Bis Ends, bo 
718 n, whoſe Ambition is ſo immoderate as to be 
ſatisfied with Nothing leſs than Univerſal Monarchy, 
which has made it the common Diſturber of all Eu- 
rope. | 
That it ſhould, in fuch a Corffuntbiite; contrive 
and promote ſuch a Scheme againſt Him, is, in- 
deed, no more than what might be expected from 
French Policy, and conſiſtent enough with its uſual 
Stratagems and Devices. But 5 
3. That ſuch Inſtruments ſhould be found, as have 
been, within the Nation, to put theſe Infernal Coun- 
ſels in Execution, is what cannot but aſtoniſh every 
* Underſtanding, | 


Iam 


can ſuggeſt, 


en proper Principles. 27 
I am willing to admit every Plea, that Charity 
Y Behalf of many of the lover Sort, 
and make all due Allowances for a wrong Education, 
prejudicate Principles, ſtupid Ignorance, a blind At- 
tachment to, or a ſervile Dependance on, their Supe- 
riors : And tho' Nothing but an external continued 
| Compulſion can be a legal Plea in the Eye of the Go- 
vernment againſt which they have offended ; yet 


their Crime, it muſt be owned, may be extenuated 


by many Circumſtances, which, in other Caſes, alle- 
viate Human Guilt. IPs E: | 
But then — whatever is an Extenuation of their Of- 
fence, is, at the ſame Time, an Aggravation of theirs , 
who deliberately revolting themſelves, have either by 
Force or Deluſion, ike them, from their Al- 
legiance. | 
In thoſe of the Leaders, who are profeſt Papiſts, 
a Deſire of having a Prince of their own Perſwaſion 
may be conſiſtently ſuppoſed to have engaged their 
Hearts and Hands in this Attempt, tho* had they 
even ſucceeded in it, they would have had Cauſe, 
I believe, to repent of Their Folly. 
But what Logick can argue, what Rhetorick can 
plead for thoſe, who, by their own Principles, are 
utter Enemies to 3 and yet have been labour- 
ing, with all their Might to exalt it to the Throne? 
— That Proteſtants, whilſt they profeſs themſelves 
uch, ſhould prefer a Popiſb to a Proteſtant Prince, 
for the Head of Church and State; — That Pro- 
teſtant-Diſſenters, who think the Church of England 
has not ſufficiently reformed from Thar of Rome, and 
have therefore carried their Separation to a Schi/- 


matical Extreme, = that Theſe, I ſay, ſhould yet 


Join in Arms with the Latter againſt the Former, 
and be for ſetting up a Government, under which, 
they might be very ſure, they would never be ſo 
tolerated, as they are under the preſent : — Fhis is 
ſuch a Prodigy in Politicks, as is not to be — 
| > 2 ea, 


led, nor to be accounted for without an high Degree 


of Madneſs and Infatuation. 1 
When to this Paradoxical Reflection it is added, 
that many of theſe Perſons have ſolemnly ſwore Al- 
legiance to the e whom they have, unpro- 
voked, attempted to dethrone, and, on the Strength 
of that ſacred Obligation, have been entruſted with 
the Power they — perfidiouſly abuſed againſt 
Him — that many of them have owed their” Edve 
to the Clemency, their Sub/ftence to the Bounty, of 
the Royal Family they would have deſtroyed — 
_ whilſt all of them have enjoyed the ſafe and com- 
fortable Protection of the Government they would 
have overturned, under His Majeſty's wiſe, juſt, 
and mild Adminiſtration ; — — — every generous 
Mind cannot but be fired with Indignation, at ſuch - 
a monſtrous Complication of Perjury, Treachery, and 
Ingratitude, as is included in this Rebellion, and be 
pleaſed that it has met with its proper Fate. 
This helliſh Flame, which, from a ſmall Spark that 
ſerved only for Matter of Mirth and Ridicule, was 
expanded to ſo formidable a Magnitude, is now, bleſ- 
{ed be God ! totally extinguiſhed; and tho?, in the 
Oppoſition, which has been given to its Progreſs, 
there have been ſome Incidents, which, at the Time 
they happened, might ſeem reproachful to particular 
Perſons and Places, as indicative of a Want of either 
Courage or ConduF, yet, without raſhly condemning 
any one, Piety, on a Review of the whole Tranſac- 
tion, ſuggeſts a pleaſing Opinion that even zheſe Inci- 
dents, under the Direction of a ſpecial inviſible Pro- 
vidence, have terminated in Conſequences the moſt ad- 
vantageous on the one Side, and the moſt fatal on the 
Other, in the End. © _— : e 
Too many loyal and brave Men, indeed, whoſe 
Deaths are much to be regretted, have fallen in the 
Defence of their King and Country, and for ſo many 
Murders are thoſe anſwerable who have abetted this 
Rebellion, whilſt their clamorous Blood loudly calls, 
T7 Stor nant wb 


p { : 


on proper Principles. 29 
amid ſt the piteous Cries of the Widow and the Father- 
Teſs, for a legal Revenge on ſuch, as the Sword. Milita- 
ry has delivered over to the Sword of Civil Juſtice. 

And whereas few Perſons can have reaped any pri- 
vate Advantage, many Thouſands have been Suffe- 
rers on this Occaſion, and many, God knows ! are 
now mourning the Detriment, which they are never 
like to retrive as long as they live. 83 
In ſhort, whilſt innumerable Individuals have ſuf- 
fered in their Eaſe, Health, Fortunes, the Nation in 
general has ſuſtained a grievous Interruption of its 
Tranquility at Home, and a ſenſible Diminution of its 
Credit Abroad : All which miſchievous unhappy Ef- 
fects, aſcribed to this Rebellion, as the efficient Caufe, 
and joined to its other aggravating Circumſtances, 
immenſely enhance its Guilt and Malignity. 

But at the ſame Time, as this flagitious Enter- 
prize has given the whole Body of the Nation an 
ample Opportunity of teſtiſhing its Loyalty, and its 
Reſolution to maintain the preſent Settlement of the 
Crown, ſo has the King had the Satisfaction of ſee- 
ing better, than He could otherwiſe have done, how 
generally He is attended with its Affection: And 
as Divine Providence has in a particular Manner en- 
deared Him to Us by making his own Heroick Son, 
to whom, under it, our Thanks are firſt due, its chief 
and moſt admirable Inſtrument in our Deliverance ; 
ſo may it now be hoped, that all the Enemies of the 
preſent happy Eſtabliſbment will, for the future, ac- 
quieſce under a full and deſperate Conviction, that 
every Effort to overturn it only ſerves to fix it more 
firmly, and that, as it is founded on a ſolid Baſis, fo 
It receives additional Stability from every Concuſſion. 


And now to Conclude: 


Leet us all take Care to anſwer the End of Govern- 
ment by conforming our Wills and Actions to the 
Legiſlative Authority of it, and deport ourſelves, as 
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becomes Thoſe, who have relinquiſhed:the State of 
Mature, and are Members of Civil Society. “Let us, 
with a true Thankfulneſs, that it is our Lot to live 
under ſo excellent a Form of Government, beware 
how we either claim mare Liberty, or are ſatisfied 
with 7/5, than is allowed us by the Conſtitution.— 
Let us have a conttant Regard to thoſe Grand Laws 
of our Country, which are the fixed Meaſures of the 
* King's Power, and of the Subject's Obedience, with- 
out complimenting either the One, or the Other, be- 
yond the Permiſſion of thoſe Laws; ,but, whilſt we 
ſuffer Him to exerciſe his Regal Power in its full Ex- 
tent, let us ſet a due Value on thoſe Rights and Pri- 
vileges we are born to, and, with the ſame Care and 
Reſolution, with which our wiſe and brave Anceſtors 
have conveyed them. down to Us, tranſmit them 
ſafe and entire to our Poſterity.—Let us, with a juſt 
Senſe of the Validity of His Preſent; Majeſty's Title, 
as well as of the ReZitude of His Adminiſtration, acc. 
count the Practice of Thoſe as utterly unjuſtifiable, | 
who, enjoying, in Common with other Subjects, the 
Protection of His Government, on the Security of 
His Coronarion-Oath, refuſe to give the reciprocal 
Security, which is indiſpenſably due on their Part, 
in the Oath of Allegiance : And, at the ſame Time, 
let us retain a deep Senſe of the Obligation of that 
Oath, which wwe have actually taken, and the infinite 
Danger of its Violation. Let us, whilſt our Graci- 
. ous Sovereign moſt religiouſly performs His Engage- 
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1 As for common Cuſtom and Uſage, which by an uninter- 
< rupted Practice. through a long Tract of Time, obtains the Force 
'« of Law; this is ſo evidently on the Side of the Regnant King, 

s that the People of Eagland always ſubmitted and took Oaths of 

Fidelity to the Thirteen Kings, who from the Conquelt to Henry 
VII, came to the Throne without Hereditary Titles, as well as 
* to the Six Hereditary Kings, who reigned in that Period, and this 
* ſo univerſally, that I do not know there are any Non. jurors to be 

4 found in all thoſe Reigns. P 
Higden's View of the Exgliſß Conſtitution, Chap. 1. Page 13 
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on proper Principle. 31 
ment, think ourſelves moſt ſtrictly bound by all the 


Ties of Conſcience, Honour, and Gi neroſiiy, and by e- 


very worthy Principle of Action, to perform ours, 


in paying Him that inviolable Allegiance, which we 


have ſolemnly recognized, as due to Him alone, ex- 


cluſive of every other Perſon, before God and the 


World; and reflect on thoſe who can openly violate 


ſo explicit and ſacred an Oatb, as perjured abandoned 


Wretches who are not fit to be relied on as faithful 


Subjects by any Prince whatſoever. 
Let us look on Thoſe, who have maliciouſly car- 


ried on This execrable Rebellion, with Horror and 


Deteſtation, as Thoſe who would have deprived us, 
along with the Beſt of Kings, of every Thing dear 
and valuable to Us, as Men, as Chriſt:ans, as Pro- 
 teftants, as Engliſhmen ; and to our devouteſt Praiſes 


to that Divine Providence, which has defeated their 
wicked Purpoſe, let us join our moſt ardent Prayers, 


that His Majeſty may, ſecure from all future Inſults 


of this Kind, enjoy a long and happy Reign, and 


that there may never want a Prince, deſcended from 
_ Him, equally qualified as Himſelf, to fill and adorn 


the Britiſh Throne to the lateſt Generations. 
Let the Malignity of This Attempt juſtify the 


8 Puniſhment, which, by due Courſe of Law, is inflict- 


ed on Thoſe, who have been engaged in it; but, tho? 


they may be judged unworthy of Human, let us 
charitably recommend them to Divine Mercy, and 


pray, that they may ſo penitently ſuffer in This, as 
not to ſuffer infinitely more in ano/ber World. 
And, after all, let us not imagine, that our whole 


Duty is comprized in Loyalty — — that the moſt 


faithful Diſcharge of our Civil, will excuſe the Breach, 
of our Moral, and Religious, Obligations, — — that 
our being good Subjects will attone for our being, 


in any reſpect, bad Men or bad Chriſtians, — — that 
We ſufficiently fear God, if we do but honour the 


King, 
Let 
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Prince, we our Selves are not Rebels more 
i ; powertu 
we are by preſumptuouſly offending ainſt 
s Authority howſoever we may eſcape: the No- 
tice, - or elude the Reſentment of Civil Magiſtracy, 
we ſhall inevitably, without a timely; Repentance, 
incur the ſevereſt Inflictions of His Vengeance. 
But let us, in a proper Uſe of the Dane 
which God has mercifully vouchſafed to us, ſo a 
prove ourſelves to Him by an uniform 
ws, preſcribed to our Conduct in this 
State, that, when all Civil Aſſociations are diſſofved 
and Government, in all its Forms, is at an End. — 
when all the Nations of the Earth are ſummoned; 
before Him, we may be found worthy to make a 
Part of that Bleſſed Society, the Happineſs of which, 
in the Fruition of His glorious Preſence, will never 
be interrupted to all Eternity. 1 
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